
 
 
 
 

 
     

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
Project Leadership  
January 2010 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
LEADERSHIP TEAM (Meet regularly to guide the project) 
Bill Jeffress—Co-Chair Booker T. Washington Center 
Jim Napier—Co-Chair Penelec 
Michael Batchelor Erie Community Foundation 
Mary Bula ERCGP 
Sen. Jane Earll Pennsylvania Senate 
Rep. Flo Fabrizio Pennsylvania House of Representatives 
Joe Giles Erie County Council 
Cnty. Exec. Barry Grossman Erie County Executive 
Chet Kempinski NWIRC 
Dave Tullio Custom Engineering 
 
WORK GROUPS (Managed by Chair/Coordinators, Report to Leadership Team) 

 
Communications and Community Outreach Work Group  
Jim Dible, Community Outreach Coordinator   ERCGP 
Matthew Cummings, Mass Com. Coordinator  ERCGP 
Alyson Amendola Erie County (communications) 
Parris Baker Gannon University and Concerned Clergy  
Frank Bova Retired  
John Chacona 
DaWayne Cleckley StellarMediaWorks, LLC   
Joel Deuterman Velocity Network 
Neil Donovan Crawford County Vocational Technical School 
Phil Fatica Erie County Council 
Mike Flack Route 1A 
Gary Horton Erie School District School Board 
Laurel Lane Interactive Media, Go-Erie/Cyberlink 
Laura Schaaf Mayor’s Office Representative 
Jack Watts NWIRC 
Tianna Yates Copper Canvas 
Beth Zimmer J. L. Nick Associates 
 
Academic Services Work Group 
Dr. Keith Taylor, Chair Gannon University  
Steve Bishop Corry Higher Ed Council  
Dr Aldo Jackson Erie County Technical School  
Bill Jeffress, Leadership Team Liaison Booker T. Washington Center 
Rick Griffith Erie Institute of Technology and Great Lakes Institute of 

Technology  
Dr. Dean Maynard Northwest Tri-County Intermediate Unit #5  
Jack Watts NWIRC  
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Funding Work Group 
James Antoun, Chair MacDonald Illig Jones & Britton  
Mike Batchelor, Leadership Team Liaison Erie Community Foundation 
Joe Giles Erie County Council 
Joe Maloney Erie County 
Sue Ellen Pasquale Erie County 
Michael Thomas MacDonald Illig Jones & Britton 
 
Governance Work Group  
Gary Shapira, Chair Erie County Solicitor 
Jennifer Gornall Knox McLaughlin Gornall & Sennett 
Jake Rouch ERCGP 
 
Physical Planning Work Group 
John Elliott, Chair Economic Development Corporation  
Dick Fox Weber Murphy Fox 
Joe Giles, Leadership Team Liaison Erie County Council 
Jack Munch Baldwin Brothers 
Randy Rydzewski Howard Hanna 
 
 
Research Work Group 
Mary Bula, Chair, Leadership Team Liaison ERCGP 
John Elliott  Economic Development Corporation 
Kim Green City of Erie Economic Development 
Chet Kempinski NWIRC 
Denise McCloskey NW PA Regional Planning and Development Comm. 
Rick Novotny  Erie County Redev. Authority and Corry Redev. Auth. 
John Oliver VisitErie 
Jake Rouch ERCGP 
Sheila Sterrett Manufacturer and Business Association 
Keith Taylor Gannon University 
Dave Tullio ERCGP and Custom Engineering 
Jack Watts NWIRC 
Michele Zieziula Regional Center for Workforce Excellence (WIB) 

 

 

 

 

 


